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UPDATE NUMBER 1. 
LAKE PERKOLILLI 
RED DUST REVIVAL 2019

Welcome to the First Update newsletter for the  
Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival 2019 

It’s hard to believe that it’s been four years since the Lake Perkolilli Centenary 
of Speed. It’s time to return to one of the world’s oldest motor racing tracks and 
get the red dust flying again for Australia’s most amazing historic motor sport 
event: the Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival from 12 to 16 September 2019. 

Online updates at: https://motoringpast.wordpress.com/lake-perkolilli-red-dust-revival-2019/ 

Email Graeme Cocks or Greg Eastwood at perkolillimc@gmail.com 

https://motoringpast.wordpress.com/lake-perkolilli-red-dust-revival-2019/
https://motoringpast.wordpress.com/lake-perkolilli-red-dust-revival-2019/


It Time to Get Some Dust in Your Veins!
We’re going to Perko! 

Welcome to the first newsletter for the 
Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival 2019. In this and regular 
newsletters over the next 18 
months we will tell you how 
you can be involved in the 
event either as a participant 
or a spectator.


The Red Dust Revival will be 
held at the old Lake Perkolilli motor 
circuit near Kalgoorlie from 12 to 16 
September 2019. If you haven’t 
noticed, that is one month before the 
last time we kicked up the dust back 
(yes, I remember the mud, too) in 
2014.  We’re punting on great 
weather in September, after all, that 
is the month when the original 
events were held. 


Since we announced the dates 
at Christmas, the response has been 
amazing.  Enquiries have come from 
the Northern Territory, Queensland, 
Victoria and South Australia — and 
even from as far away as the UK 
where a true enthusiast is thinking of 
shipping his Lagonda for the event. 
We’ve already got 15 pre-war 
motorbikes ready to go.  


So why celebrate Lake Perkolilli?  The claypan has a remarkable 
history which goes back almost as far as the motor vehicle in Western 
Australia.  The first racing began at the claypan in 1914 and continued 
right through to World War II.  A grandstand was even erected to cope 
with the crowds. It is our own Brooklands or Indianapolis.  Lake 

Perkolilli has always been a legendary part of our State’s motoring 
history and we think that it is appropriate to celebrate this history and 

have some fun.

The cars which competed at 
Perkolilli were not just racing cars – 
vintage sedans and tourers, even 
taxis raced for many years.

Every year, cars and motorcycles 
would be driven from all over the 
State, shipped on trucks or loaded 
onto the express train to get to Lake 
Perkolilli for the September event 
timed to coincide with the Goldfields 
horse racing round. The teams often 
arrived at the claypan a week before 
and set up camp to tune their 
machines.  On race day, thousands 
of people arrived by car, truck, 
motorcycle, bicycle, charabanc and 
often aircraft. A line of cars 
stretching a kilometre along one side 
of the claypan would be full of 
picnickers and the races would 
begin! 

Pre-war cars and motorcycles are 
welcome at the Red Dust Revival 
2019 just like the good old days.  It’s 
a very simple event.  Grab your pre-

war car or motorcycle, strip it for racing if you wish (optional), get up to 
Perko, camp in the bush or stay in town, then spend four days roaring 
around the claypan. Your car will get dusty, you’ll get dusty, your stuff 
will get dusty but you’ll have a ton of fun and rediscover the love of 
motor sports from the good old days.
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RED DUST REVIVAL UPDATE 1. 20 JULY 2018

CITY OF KALGOORLIE BOULDER CLIMBS ABOARD 
The Red Dust Revival can’t thank enough the City of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder which has, once again, given Perkolilli a big vote of support. 

The city will be scraping the entrance track to make sure that car 
trailers and caravans don’t get bogged coming off the Kurnalpi road. 
Thanks to the City we’ll also have toilets and potable water on site, 
crowd barriers and some scaffolding so that our officials can see what’s 
happening on the other side of the claypan. We’ll also have a wider 
track to enable more cars and bikes safely on the track at the same 
time.  Without this logistical support, Perko would never happen. 
Thanks to the City to Kalgoorlie-Boulder! 
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Camping at the  
Lake Perkolilli 

Red Dust Revival 
2019 

What’s Provided: 
somewhere to pitch your 
tent or your caravan, 
potable water and on-site 
toilets. 

What Else is Provided: 
nothing. 

We’ll be roughing it in the 
bush. Bring everything 
you want to have a great 
week camping.  If you run 
out of vital supplies, 
Kalgoorlie is only 25km 
down the track.

IT’S BACK: MICK’S  MAHAL!
Anyone who attended the Lake 
Perkolilli Centenary of  Speed in 
2014 will remember the 
Kalgoorlie Motor Works: AKA 
Mick’s Mahal. 

Mick Rust is once again creating 
his mechanical workshop on Perko 
to help anyone who wants to re-
attach parts which have fallen off  
or engines which will need a quick 
re-build.   
Last time, he even provided gas to 
pour a new babbet on the Ford 
Model T Ashton Racer when it 
got a “knock of  death” - back 
from the dead thanks to Mick!
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 Cars of Lake Perkolilli 1914 - 1939

For 25 years, a great variety of cars raced 
at Lake Perkolilli, including sedans, 
tourers and out-and-out racers.  Here’s a 
year to year list, lifted from the race 
programmes. All pre-war cars are 
welcome — it doesn’t have to be on this 
list. If you have one of these cars, bring 
it along! 

1915 - 12/15hp Sunbeam, 35hp Studebaker, 
Ford, 25hp Buick, 45hp Cadillac 

1916 - 25hp Studebaker, 30hp Overland, 20hp 
Ford 

1917 - Buick, Overland, Ford, Dodge, 
Studebaker 

1920 - Studebaker, Austin 

1921 - Ford, Studebaker, Hupmobile, Clement 
Bayard 

1923 - Dodge, Studebaker, Essex 

1924 - Dodge, Overland, Bean 14, Studebaker 
Six, Ford, Rugby, Jewett 6, Chevrolet, 
Hupmobile 

1925 - Oakland Six, Dodge, Chrysler, Willys 
Knight, Baby Citroen, Fiat (509), Austin 7, 
Rugby, Bean 14, Oldsmobile Six, Ford, Jowett, 
Overland, Fiat 4, Chandler, Schneider, Nash Six, 
Studebaker 

1926 - Fiat 509, Essex 4, Oakland Six, Overland 
Six, Jewett 6, Dodge 

1927 - Jewett, Buick, Chrysler Six, Ford, 
Whippet, Dodge, Buick, Nash, Bugatti 

1928 - Studebaker, Chrysler 70, Chrysler Six, 
Ford, Bugatti, Chrysler 72, Oakland Six, Erskine 
Six, Oldsmobile Six, Fiat 509S, Buick Six, 
Salmson Sports, Essex Six, Whippet, Austin 7, 
Chevrolet 

1929 - Chrysler, Plymouth,  Auburn Six and eight, 
Graham-Paige, Ford 

1930 - Triumph supercharged, Austin 7, Ford, 
Hudson, Chevrolet, Whippet, Ford A, Triumph 7, 
Chrysler, Salmson 

1931 - Chrysler, Chevrolet, Ford, Pontiac, 
Whippet, Austin Tourer, Fiat, Lambert Sunbeam 
Special, Lambert Oldsmobile Special, COB 
Special, GP Salmson, Wolseley, Triumph, Austin 
7, Bugatti 

1932 - Chrysler, Dodge, Lagonda, Triumph Imp, 
Ford 

1934 - Auburn, Vauxhall, Lagonda, Chrysler, Ford 
V8, Austin 7, Bugatti, Plymouth 

1935 - Ford V8, Ford 4, Austin 7, Buick, 
Oldsmobile 

1936 - Bartlett Special, Lagonda, Cranston V8, 
Ford V8, Ballot Special, Bugatti, Lagonda Rapier, 
MG, Hillman, Chevrolet tourer 

1937 - Ballot V8, Hudson Terraplane, MG Midget 

1938 - Ford V8, Jowett 4, Chevrolet Six, 
Terraplane, Auburn 

1939 - Chevrolet Six, Ford (V8). 
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The Lake Perkolilli Red 
Dust Revival 2019 has 
been created by car and 
motorbike enthusiasts 
Greg Eastwood, Graeme 
Cocks and Nic Montagu to 
follow on from the 2014 
Centenary of Speed.
To enable competitive 
motorcycle events on the 
claypan they have formed 
the Lake Perkolilli Motor 
Sport Club Inc. This will 
be the official club of 
the motorcycle 
competition. The historic 
motor car events will be 
conducted under the 
auspices of the Vintage 
Sports Car Club of 
Western Australia which 
is affiliated with the 
Confederation of 
Australian Motor Sport. 
We are proud to once 
again have the support of 
the VSCCWA. Of course, 
anyone is welcome to 
enter the event and will 
automatically become a 
member of the very 
exclusive club of the 
claypan: the Lake 
Perkolilli Motor Sport 
Club and have a badge on 
their bike or car to 
prove it!

WHO’S 
RUNNING 
THE RED 

DUST 
REVIVAL?

What to expect at 
the Lake Perkolilli 
Red Dust Revival 

2019


The Red Dust Revival 2019 is all about 
having fun and finding out what your 
machine can do on the clay.


The motor car events will be limited to 
cars built before 1940 or after 1940 by 
invitation.  The aim is to re-create the feeling 
of race meetings from the 1920s and 1930s. 
If you have a car which is a little bit later, but 
has a pre-war look about it, let us know and 
we might fit it in. (yes, MG TCs do look like 
pre-war MGs). 


Our current plan is for activities to begin 
at Lake Perkolilli on 12 September 2019.  The 
first two days will be for free practice and 
trials to test and tune and to work out 
elapsed times.  The claypan is a unique 

circuit with a rock hard and flat clay surface. 
The track is defined by the saltbush which 
grows on the areas which are not driven on.  


If you have ever wondered what 
motorsport was was really like in the 1920s 
and 1930s then Lake Perkolilli is probably the 
only race track in the world where truly 
nothing has changed.  You will be driving on 
the exact same surface as those days — no 

new bitumen 
tarmac, no kitty 
litter run-off 
areas, and no 
concrete 
barriers.  It is 
just the hard red 
dirt and the blue 
sky. Yes, even 
the dust is the 
same!  As there 
is no need for 
barriers the only 
danger from 
losing grip is to 
slide out from 

the racing line.  

Saturday and Sunday will feature a 

program of demonstration events where cars 
are released onto the track at intervals 
depending upon their speed with the timings 
designed to achieve massed finishes for up 
to six cars on the track at any one event.


The aim is to make participation in the 
Red Dust Revival as economical for 
participants as possible whilst still having a 
safe event. 


We’ll have more info on camping in 
future editions of the newsletter.


For accommodation in Kalgoorlie-
Boulder see  http://kalgoorlietourism.com/
accommodation.


http://kalgoorlietourism.com/accommodation
http://kalgoorlietourism.com/accommodation
http://kalgoorlietourism.com/accommodation
http://kalgoorlietourism.com/accommodation
http://kalgoorlietourism.com/accommodation
http://kalgoorlietourism.com/accommodation
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Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival  
12 to 16 September 2019  - Don’t Miss It!

PERKOS OF THE PAST
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The Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival is now only 18 months away. 
If you would like to participate in the speed demonstration events, or you wish to drive 
your pre-1940 car or motorcycle around the claypan, or you’d like to fly in, please send us 
your details.  We keep you in the loop. 
Please fill in the form below and email to Graeme Cocks and Greg Eastwood at email 
perkolillimc@gmail.com or  
PO Box 297, Inglewood WA 6052. If you can’t fill out the form, just send us the details on an email. No 
worries. 

✄……………………✄…………………✄...................✄.......................✄..................✄....................✄... 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST  
Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival 2019 

Send to: Graeme Cocks or Greg Eastwood,  
PO Box 297, Inglewood WA 6052 
Email: perkolillimc@gmail.com 

Hi Guys, 
Yes, we would like to participate in the Lake Perkolilli 2019 event. Please 
keep us up to speed and send me the entry forms when they are available 
next year. 
NAME/s: .................................................................................................. 
EMAIL: .................................................PHONE....................................... 
MAIL ADDRESS: ..................................................................................... 
................................................................................................................. 
I have a:  Car  ☐  Motorcycle  ☐  Aircraft  ☐  Pushbike  ☐ Another Contraption ☐    (tick a box) 

Vehicle Type/Name/Year of Manufacture …………………….……………………………….. 
I would like to enter the: 
Speed Demonstrations	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 

Drive in the Perkolilli Parade laps	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 
I’ll probably be in Kalgoorlie for the Veteran Car Club Rally and I intend to  
come out to Perkolilli in my old car or motorcycle	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 
I would like to volunteer to help out when I’m there	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 

I would like to camp out at Lake Perkolilli	 	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 

EXPRESSIONS OF  
INTEREST 


