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3. 
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PERKOLILLI 
RED DUST REVIVAL 2019

In this UPDATE 

⚙   It’s going crazy! Seven 
months to go, and more than 50 
car and more than 30 motorcycle 
entries received! 

Red Dust Revival  

12 to 16 September 2019. 
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MAKING PERKOLILLI GREAT 
AGAIN 

RED DUST REVIVAL TAKING 
SHAPE 

Thanks to all the enthusiasts from across Australia who have responded to our call for 
expressions of interest for the Red Dust Revival. It has been nothing short of staggering.  About 
50 cars and 30 motorcycles have been nominated and, if 80 per cent of these people arrive, we’ll 
have the biggest meeting at Perkolilli since the 1930s.  From Ford Model Ts more than 100 years 
old to Austin Sevens to Aussie Specials, the interest has been absolutely amazing.   

Cars and motorcycles are coming from every mainland State to the Goldfields to re-live the great 
old days of outback motor sport. 

As we have a good indication of how many cars and motorcycles will be whipping up the dust at 
the Red Dust Revival 2019, we’ve looked at how to make it a great event. 

Our organising group has come up with a format which will give everyone a chance to explore 
the limits of their machine, and have a lot of fun — and enough competition to keep everyone 
interested. 

THE BEHIND THE SCENES STUFF 

We have affiliated our organising body, the Lake Perkolilli Motor Sports Club Inc. with 
MotorcyclingWA. This gives us credibility and the ability to operate within sensible guidelines 
and obtain economical insurance for organisers and participants. 

We would also like to thank the Vintage Sports Car Club of WA. We’ll be operating under the 
auspices (I like that word!) of the VSCC’s affiliation with the Confederation of Australian Motor 
Sport (CAMS). It means that we will also have the protection of the organisation’s comprehensive 
insurance and loan of the VSCC’s event equipment.  This covers public liability, personal accident  
and voluntary workers’ insurance up to the value of $100 million. Thanks to the VSCC and CAMS. 

Maybe all this sounds very bureaucratic, but it gives everyone the assurance that what we are 
doing will be run in a sensible way with minimal risk to participants and spectators. 

Broadly, here’s how your event will run.  For one and a half days, you’ll be able to practice on the 
clay pan, then we’ll time everyone on flying laps and award peformance certificates.  We’ll have a 
good idea of what everyone’s machines are capable of.  Then over the weekend, the motorcycles 
will race in a variety of events and the cars will have events designed to give spectacular finishes.  
On Sunday night, we’ll celebrate.  On Monday, we’ll head off home.  
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DAY TO DAY STRUCTURE  

The event will begin on Thursday 12 September with free practice.  Alternating between cars and 
motorcycles all day, this will be a chance to do some tuning and become acquainted with the track. 
You’ll be able to get more than enough track time to have a complete shakedown. 

Going too fast, too early will means that there is always Friday to fix things before the weekend. 

On Friday morning, 13 September, there will be more practice opportunities. We’ve looked at 
streamlining the officialdom so that cars and motorcycles operate seamlessly.  We think this is 
possible with some of our car officials doing motorcycle competition training courses to get up to 
speed. 

Our plan for Friday afternoon is for everyone to be able to do a timed lap of Perkolilli at their own 
top speed. The circuit is about two miles long so with about 50 cars and 30 motorcycles, everyone 
should be able to explore the capabilities of their own driving and their car.  Of course, the event is 
about fun not who wins or who is fastest. 

Saturday and Sunday will be the main public days and we’ll have a series of events over the two 
days. The car events will be arranged so that we have staggered starts and massed finishes across 
the line.  This will make it very entertaining for participants and spectators. 

Our aim is for everyone to be able to experience what it was like to race at Lake Perkolilli in the 
events held between 1914 and 1939 and have a lot of fun. Lake Perkolilli is not a modern race track 
so we have designed the car events to fit within the event categories of CAMS. 

If you don’t wish to be part of the formal events we will have times when you can, at your own risk,  
take your pre-war car or motorcycle onto the track to experience what it is like to drive at a Perkolilli 
event.   

WHEN TO TURN UP 

So, how will the five days work for participants?  With practice beginning on Thursday, we suggest 
that you arrive on Wednesday and find a camping spot in the bush by the clay pan, behind the area 
which will be the pits. It is first in, best dressed. Take a look on google maps and you’ll be able to 
see the layout of the claypan.  Camping is in the bush only, not on the clay pan itself.  

If you arrive before Wednesday there will be no water, toilet or rubbish disposal facilities. 

There will be a communal fire pit (coincidentally near the pits) and we’re discouraging but not 
banning individual cooking fires. Gas is preferable as it is less likely to start a bushfire.  You are 
camping in the bush so it is entirely at your own risk. 

The bush area for camping is quite open but with lots of small trees and shade.  Race cars can be 
parked and workshop tents can be erected on the surface of the clay pan in the pit area and car 
trailers can be left there. As in past events, the camping area is adjacent to the pits but separate. 

You must be self reliant and clean. Bring your own water, food, sleeping and cooking facilities and 
collect your own rubbish.  There is no power available. What we do provide, thanks to the City of 
Kalgoorlie/Boulder, will be toilets and water.  There will also be bins to place your packaged 
rubbish in.  There is no charge for camping at Lake Perkolilli but we expect everyone to leave this 
very special place as clean and neat as they found it. 
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In the 1920s, the camping at Perko was legendary.  The motorcycle and car teams would camp in 
the bush for a week tuning their mounts and enjoying the evenings around the campfire.  There is 
no reason why we all can’t do the same.  

Alternatively, there is lots of accommodation in Kalgoorlie which is only a 30 minute drive away 
from Perko. The Tourist Bureau is great for advice. 

The first two days at the clay pan will be very casual.  The weekend is about re-living some of the 
excitement of the old days.  The public are welcome to attend each day but we expect more will 
come on the weekend. 

MICK’S KALGOORLIE MOTOR WORKS IS BACK  

Mick Rust is once again erecting the Kalgoorlie Motor Works on the clay pan.  Mick reckons it’s 
going to be bigger and better than last time. This is quite a big claim. Last time, even some babbitt 
was poured to keep my Model T going for the weekend after it developed a bad knock.  Mick will 
have basic garage equipment to help get cars back on the track and he also has a lot of 
mechanical knowledge. 

BRING YOUR MUSICAL INSTRUMENT  

Tim Dwyer, the son of Clem Dwyer who raced at Lake Perkolilli as side-kick for Allan Tomlinson 
(later Australian Grand Prix winner), is looking at some musical diversions in the evenings. BYO 
musical instrument and join in. 

WHO MENTIONED THE WEATHER?  

Of course, everything depends upon the weather. According to the weather records, September 
has low rain and moderate temperatures. Yes, I hear you saying “What about October in 2014?” 
Take a look at the weather averages for September at: http://www.farmonlineweather.com.au/
climate/station.jsp?lt=site&lc=12038 

Mean average for September is 22.3 degrees with about 5.5 rainy days in the month dropping 
10.4mm of rain. Mean minimum is 8 degrees.  There is a good reason why the Goldfields horse 
racing carnival and the Perkolilli events were run in September. 

Also, the wildflowers can be incredible at this time of the year with a good season. We’re looking at 
a contingency if we get some oddball  weather — stay tuned for that one. 
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HOW TO PREP YOUR CAR 

So you’ve built a racer to bring to Lake Perkolilli. Fantastic! What are the special things you need on 
the car? Not very much, actually.  Just some simple things. 

Whilst the right pedal is used more than the left on the two mile circular track, the brakes should 
work.  Your car should have an electrical cutoff switch so that in case of emergency the engine can 
be stopped (an earthing switch for cars with magnetos).  The carburettors (and every car and 
motorcycle at Perkolilli will have carbs) should have return springs.  It is also very sensible to have a 
fuel shutoff tap.  The car needs an up-to-date fire extinguisher (metal top - not plastic - so it doesn’t 
melt).  You’ll also need to paint red or put some red tape on your tow points so the rescue team can 
tow your car without damaging it.  Also mark where your battery is with a blue triangle so it can be 
easily found in a hurry.  There is no requirement for catch tanks for oil or water but they are a good 
idea anyway.  And last but not least, your car has to be safe. This is for you, the other participants, the 
officials and spectators. Make sure everything is tight, nuts have lock washers or split pins, your 
wheels aren’t wobbly and bits aren’t going to fall off.  Our scrutineers will give your car the once over 
to make sure there are no glaring disasters waiting to happen but ultimately it’s your responsibility to 
turn up with a machine which will pass muster. 

WHEN CAN I FORMALLY ENTER? 

Thanks to all for sending in the expressions of interest. They’ve been great to give us an idea of how 
many people are coming and what we need to charge to cover our costs.  We’ll get entry forms out 
very soon.  Our aim is to structure an entry fee which is as low as possible, knowing that people are 
coming from as far away as Darwin and Brisbane and everyone will have costs to get their machines 
ready and get to the event.  The entry fee will be per driver so if you have one car and three drivers 
each driver will need to pay a fee. If you don’t already have one, you will need a basic CAMS licence. 
We’ll get back to you with details. Camping is free thanks to the support of the City of Kalgoorlie/
Boulder. Our entry fee also ensures that our volunteers are not out-of-pocket for coming to Perko 
and helping out. We are enthusiasts doing it for our fellow enthusiasts.  
 
A QUICK RUNDOWN OF THE CAR ENTRIES SO FAR  

Out of about 50 expressions of interest, we have two entries from South Australia, two from New 
South Wales, and one each from Queensland, Victoria and, of course, Ted Mumme from Darwin! 

We have 11 Ford Model Ts, seven Ford Model As, three Ford Flathead V8s, three Chryslers, three 
Dodges, three Aussie Specials, at least three Austin Sevens and four Chevs.  Also, we have single 
entries with a Lagonda, Plymouth, Willys Overland, MG, Terraplane, Buick, Triumph Super Seven, 
Singer, Riley and Bean. 

If you are planning to come and you haven’t put in an expression of interest, please let us know. 
There is a form in this newsletter which you can send in. Contact Graeme Cocks at email 
gacocks@iinet.net.au if you want more specific information. 
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Lake Perkolilli  
Red Dust Revival 2019  

PERKOS OF 
THE PAST

It is amazing that 
historic pictures of Lake 

Perkolilli keep turning up. 
Thanks to motoring 

historian John Parker for 
these 1936 photographs 

taken by Lloyd Morey via 
his son Graham Morey. 
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The Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival is now only 7 months away. 
If you would like to participate in the speed demonstration events, or you wish to drive 
your pre-1940 car or motorcycle around the claypan, or you’d like to fly in, please send us 
your details.  We will keep you in the loop. Entry forms will be available soon. 
Please fill in the form below and email to Graeme Cocks and Greg Eastwood at email 
perkolillimc@gmail.com or  
PO Box 297, Inglewood WA 6052. If you can’t fill out the form, just send us the details on an email. No 
worries. 

✄……………………✄…………………✄...................✄.......................✄..................✄....................✄... 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST  
Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival 2019 

Send to: Graeme Cocks or Greg Eastwood,  
PO Box 297, Inglewood WA 6052 
Email: perkolillimc@gmail.com 

Hi Guys, 
Yes, we would like to participate in the Lake Perkolilli 2019 event. Please keep us up to speed and send 
me the entry forms when they are available. 
NAME/s: .................................................................................................. 
EMAIL: .................................................PHONE....................................... 
MAIL ADDRESS: ..................................................................................... 
................................................................................................................. 
I have a:  Car  ☐  Motorcycle  ☐  Aircraft  ☐  Pushbike  ☐ Another Contraption ☐    (tick a box) 

Vehicle Type/Name/Year of Manufacture …………………….……………………………….. 
I would like to enter the: 
Speed Demonstrations	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 
Drive in the Perkolilli Parade laps	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 

I’ll probably be in Kalgoorlie for the Veteran Car Club Rally and I intend to  
come out to Perkolilli in my old car or motorcycle	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 
I would like to volunteer to help out when I’m there	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 

I would like to camp out at Lake Perkolilli	 	 	 	 	 	 ☐ 

EXPRESSIONS OF  
INTEREST 
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The Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival 2019 has been created 
by car and motorbike enthusiasts Greg Eastwood and Graeme 
Cocks to follow on from the 2014 Centenary of Speed.

To enable competitive events on the claypan they have 
formed the Lake Perkolilli Motor Sport Club Inc. This will be 
the official club of the event and all participants 
automatically become members of this exclusive club!

We are especially grateful for the assistance of Lynn and 
Ross Oxwell who have been working hard behind the scenes to 
make sure our event is run within the rules and regs of motor 
sport.

If you have any questions, please contact Greg Eastwood about 
the bikes and Graeme Cocks about the cars. The shared email 
for the Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival 2019 is: 
perkolillimc@gmail.com.

The motor car events will be limited to cars built before 
1940 or after 1940 by invitation.  The aim is to re-create 
the feeling of race meetings from the 1920s and 1930s. If you 
have a car or motorcycle which is a little bit later, but has 
a pre-war look about it, let us know and we might fit it in. 
(yes, MG TCs do look like pre-war MGs).
 
For accommodation in Kalgoorlie-Boulder see  http://
kalgoorlietourism.com/accommodation.

WHO IS RUNNING THE RED 
DUST REVIVAL?
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A PERKOLILLI CAR DISCOVERED  
THEY ARE STILL OUT THERE! 

It is a brave person that says that there are no un-discovered cars which raced at Lake Perkolilli.  

Motoring journalist and classic car vendor from Sydney James Nicholls recently put the word out about this fantastic Lagonda which 

was built in 1931 and delivered new to Perth, Western Australia for Dr James Dyer. It has been in family ownership since 1962 awaiting 
restoration.  It has been sold and the new owner intends to get it running but leave it in its unrestored condition. 


The car was raced by Clem Dyer at Lake Perkolilli in 1934 before he purchased the Bartlett Special (a Brooklands Outer Circuit record 
breaking car) which is still campaigned by the Mackintosh family.  


We tried to twist the new owner’s arm to bring it to Perkolilli but not luck, I’m afraid! Maybe one day.  

Meanwhile, Paul Dean has been to Lake Perkolilli twice with his Lagonda Rapier which raced at Perkolilli in the 1930s.


PERKOLILLI CARS ARE TAKING SHAPE 
ALL OVER AUSTRALIA 

Thanks to everyone for sending through pictures of their cars being built for the Red Dust Revival 2019. Here 
is a selection of the 50 cars from across Australia which will be heading to the WA Goldfields in September. The 
cars range from the Vintage Sports Car Club of WA “Dad’s Army” car project, Jeff Connell’s Ford T/A , Graeme 
Lockhart’s Ford Model T “Gow Job”, Neil and Marilyn Williamson’s Chevrolet and Paul Salinovich’s Ford A. It’s 
not just Fords and Chevs which are being worked on.  There’s a Singer, MG TD, Dodges, a Plymouth, a Chrysler 
Special and even a Bean!  If you’ve been sitting on the fence about making the trek to Perko, rest assured that it 
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Old Perkolilli Racers are still out there! 
This old Lagonda recently came up for sale via motoring journalist and car vendor James Nicholls 

in Sydney.   It was bought new by Dr James Dyer of Perth in 1934.  The car was raced by Clem Dyer 
(not Dwyer) at Lake Perkolilli in 1934 before he purchased the Bartlett Special, Brooklands Outer 
Circuit record breaker).  The new owner is planning to keep as it is whilst getting it into good 
mechanical condition. I couldn’t twist his arm to bring it to the Red Dust Revival, but maybe one 
day . . .  

Do you know of any other early West Australian racing cars waiting to be discovered, or 
photographs from Perkolilli?  Let me know at email gacocks@iinet.net.au. 
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RED DUST RACERS 
STILL AVAILABLE 

Copies of the definitive centenary 
history of Lake Perkolilli are available 

from www.motoringpast.com.au. 

Purchase your copy before they sell 
out!
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